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Packed with authoritative information, up-to-date photographs, line drawings, maps, and useful

appendixes, this timely new guide describes the U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard during

an intensive period of transformation from the Cold War to what some call World War III. In the war

against radical Muslim fundamentalists, the sea services play significant roles, and this

comprehensive volume gives a valuable overview of each force and provides details of their ships,

aircraft, weapons, and people. New to this eighteenth edition are chapters on the Navy's littoral

combat ships and the unmanned aerial vehicles being flown by all three services.Continuing a

longstanding tradition as the most complete resource of its kind, this updated edition easily meets

the high expectations and exacting standards of those who rely on it to stay informed and make

important decisions. For example, new details are provided on the changing carrier air wings, the

close-in weapon systems being provided for defense against small craft, a new submarine rescue

system, the deepwater cutter program, unmanned undersea and unmanned surface vehicles, and

the new MH-60R/S multipurpose, ship-based helicopters. In cataloging and updating the assets of

U.S. Navy, Marine, and Coast Guard and in assessing various trends, the author once again

reinforces the guide's reputation for accuracy and reliability.
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THE ANSWERS TO SO MANY NAVAL REFERENCE QUESTIONSABOUT THE NEW EDITION:



#18 - E-Z TO SUBMERGE ONESELF INTO FOR THE DAYThough much of the text is the same or

almost the same as in the last editions, this edition has almost completely updated the photos used

and has enlarged appendixes. This volume has over 900 photographs, almost half are new, 60 line

drawings and 5 appendixes. Also, many weapons systems that were in development in recent

editions have been updated along with new photos and operational histories.NOTHING HERE IS

STILL CLASSIFIED SO READ THIS EDITION TO YOUR HEARTS CONTENT - JUST DON'T MAIL

THEM OUT OF THE COUNTRY,IN A NUTSHELL: REAL DETAILS AND AN INVENTORY OF

ORDNANCE TOO!Want to find out details about standard U.S. Naval defense systems? This is the

book. Ideal for defense enthusiasts, analysts, historians and academic researchers, this volume has

very hard to find data and info about virtually everything the U.S. Navy can float, submerge, haul,

shoot, or fly.Frankly in most countries the material here would be restricted, and in fact there is

warning in the inside cover that states that; this is to be "sold in the United States, Canada and

American possessions only".A new edition comes out about 3 times per decade and includes

everything but the latest, still classified, U.S. military hardware.STILL HERE -- OKAY THERE'S

MORE:If you save the older issues, you will have a rather comprehensive chronicle of the nuts and

bolts of the U.S. Navy - real interesting stuff. For instance, if you go back to say the thirteenth

edition, you can find a full description of the Iowa Class Battleships and the compositions of a

variety of their 16" projectiles.
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